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Between 1865 and 1914 there were ‘bird’s-eye’ views painted of many Canadian cities. As the name 
suggests, such pictures were intended to convey how the city would appear to a bird in flight. Most frequently they 
were prepared originally by travelling commercial artists who worked for specialized companies. But paintings 
could be touched up, modified, and transformed as the city changed and grew. It seems probable that most 
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photograph. The bird’s-eye emphasized the positive attributes of the centre and downplayed or ignored its less 
desirable aspects. Spatial relationships in bird’s-eyes were approximate at best, and the shape and location of 
buildings and natural features were frequently inaccurate. This artistic license, influenced by the boosterism of 
leading citizens who were likely paying for the picture, has left to posterity a visual image of how people wished 
to have the city projected rather than how it actually would have appeared to a magpie out for a spin. 


The origin of this particular painting is obscure. For many years it was regularly viewed by the residents 
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directions, suggests the industrial achievements and promise of the city. Urban amenities such as churches, 
schools, parks, and the hospital are also in prominent display. Detail that had played up the interests of a real 
estate company for a 1912 advertising brochure has been obscured by strategic retouching. The landscape is 
shown in greener shades than most residents would recognize except for a few weeks in the spring-time. But the 
artist has not distorted things so badly that the city is unrecognizable. For the student both of the physical reality 
of pre-1914 Lethbridge and of its imagery or sense of being, this bird's-eye is a treasure. 


This booklet was prepared entirely on the Lethbridge Historical Society computer. 
Camera-ready page printouts were prepared at the Watson Memorial Computer Centre 
Printed and bound in Canada by Graphcom Printers 

Inside pages printed on recycled paper 


Copyright © 1992 by the City of Lethbridge. Crown copyright reserved. No part of 
this book may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic 
or mechanical, including photocopying or by any information storage or retrieval 
system, without permission in writing from the publishers. 


Canadian Cataloguing in Publication Data 


Baker, William M. (William Melville), 1943- 
LETHBRIDGE - FOUNDING THE COMMUNITY to 1914: A Visual History 


ISBN 0-9696100-2-5 


1. Lethbridge (Alta.)--History--Pictorial works. 

I, Lethbridge Historical Society. 

II. Title. 

FC3699.L48B34 1992 971.23'4502'0222 C92-091566-3 
F1079.5.L5B34 1992 


CONTENTS 


Page 
Preface 3 
Part One: Beginnings to 1905 6 
A. Origins 7 
B. Coal Mining 8 
C. Promotion of Agriculture 9 
D. Weather 11. 
E. The Townsite, 1885-1890 12 
F. The Workers 16 
G. Amenities and Activities 19 
Part Two: The Boom from 1905 to World War One 24 
A. Agricultural Settlement 25 
B. Transportation 26 
C. Expansion of Coal Mining 28 
D. Commercial Activities 30 
E. Social Characteristics 33 
F. Visitors, Attractions and Celebrations 36 
G. Recreational Pursuits 41 
H. Law and Order 45 
I. Twilight of an Era 46 
Bibliography of Published Seconardary Sources 48 


PREFACE 


Photographs and other visual materials may be used to 
illustrate various features of the history of a community. 
They may also be used as a source of historical information 
in their own right. What follows is an attempt to integrate 
this dual function of visual matcrials in the case of 
Lethbridge from its beginnings to the First World War. The 
theme is that between 1885 and 1914 the fundamental 
features of the community were established. 

Only a few of the more than two thousand photographs 
of pre-1914 Lethbridge are presented here. Most come from 
the Glenbow Alberta Archives (Calgary), although there are 
also significant collections in the City of Lethbridge 
Archives, the Provincial Archives of Alberta (Edmonton), 
and the National Archives of Canada (Ottawa). The best 
single cache of photographs on pre-1914 Lethbridge, the A. 


Rafton-Canning collection (see Alberta History, 31, 2 
Spring 1983 16-23) is located at Glenbow. If not otherwise 
noted, the photographs, with identifying serial numbers (NA 
or NC), are from the Glenbow’s collection. 

Anyone who has a box of photos stashed away in a 
closet knows how difficult it is to provide absolutely 
accurate identification after the passage of many years. The 
author is under no illusion that the information on the 
materials presented here is fully correct or definitive. 
Footnotes for textual materials have not been provided since 
most of the information can be verified in the selected 
secondary sources listed in the bibliography. Readers willing 
to supply corrections, able to provide additional information, 
or desiring additional data on references are invited to contact 
the author. 
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NOTES: 


A community is a living thing, 
Its continued existence is not automatic -- 
It needs to be nurtured and treated with respect. 


The purpose of this publication will be served if it promotes 
those attitudes within the community of Lethbridge. 


PART ONE 


BEGINNINGS TO 1905 


Part one: A 
ORIGINS 





1. Natives and Newcomers Provincial Archives of Albesta, Acc. 67.49/38 

Before 1885, the main human inhabitants of the Lethbridge region were the native people of the Blackfoot nation 
whose economic base centred on the buffalo hunt. Not until the late 1860s was there any permanent presence in the area of 
whites, the first being the so-called whisky traders who traded for bison hides and hauled their goods from Fort Benton in 
Montana by so-called bull trains. The upheaval created by the activity of the infamous Fort Whoop-Up, among other 
factors, brought the newly-created North-West Mounted Police to the area in 1874. This picture likely was taken about 1886 
at C.A. Magrath’s land office in the river valley, but it is a reminder of the early trade. The adaptation that had taken place in 
the dress of the native people shown in this photo is simply illustrative of the many changes wrought in Indian society by 
contact with whites. Most of these -- such as the spread of epidemic disease and the decimation of the buffalo -- were 
harmful to the native people, at least in the short run. 
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2. Ranching, ¢ Cc. ~ 1890 NC2-16 
By the 1880s open-range ranches had been started. This picture, apparently taken near Lethbridge, 
demonstrates that the early activity of ranching did not greatly change the landscape. 
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3. The Coal Banks, c. 1883 NA3267-1 
Prior to the completion of a rail connection to the Canadian Pacific Railway line near Medicine Hat in 1885 there was litle 
development at the site of what was to become Lethbridge. The river valley at that approximate location had long been an Indian 
wintering camp. Indeed, what has been proclaimed, on debatable grounds, as the last great Indian battle fought in North America 
occurred at this place in 1870. Several hundred of a war party of Crees paid with their lives for an attack on a small band of Bloods 
when the latter were aided by a large band of Peigans who, unknown to the Crees, were camped nearby. 
Since coal deposits were readily visible at the site it was called The Coal Banks, a loose translation of a Blackfoot term. In 
1874 a small-scale mine was started by Nicholas Sheran who also established the ferry that can be seen in the photograph. Sheran 
was drowned in 1882, but during the decade of the 1880s the prominent Montreal-based politician and entrepreneur, Sir Alexander T. 
Galt, commenced his companies’ development of Lethbridge across the river on the eastern side. This picture shows the minimal 
Strides taken by 1883, a situation which changed almost overnight in 1885. 


Ferry travel could be dangerous. At Medicine Hat in 1905 a startled horse backed its buggy off the ferry and 
although the driver managed to save his child and horse, he drowned. 
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Part one: B. 
COAL 
MINING 
es i we 
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4. No. 1 Drift Mine Entrance, c. 1883 NC2-128 


Over the years the Galt companies had various names but locally and familiarly they were known by the family name of the 
founder, Sir Alexander Tilloch Galt, and his son, Elliott Torrance Galt. In tum they directed the fortunes of the companies for a quarter 
century. From the beginning the operations of the Galt enterprises in the Lethbridge region were comparatively large-scale and 
technologically advanced. Pictured here, with the heavily bearded mine superintendent William Stafford Sr. on the right, is what has 
been touted as the first mining machine used in Alberta. The coal itself was of decent quality (ranging from high calibre lignite to 
middle grade bituminous) and of great abundance. The main markets were for home heating and train engines in the Northwest 
Territories (Alberta and Saskatchewan) and Montana. 
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5. Sketch of Foot of Inclined Railway, c. 1890 NA430-21 
Loaded coal cars emerged from the mine in the valley, were shipped up the steep coulee banks via an incline 


railway to the plains’ level where the coal was sorted by size and loaded into other railway cars for shipment. Early 
experiments in shipping coal by river in the mid eighties failed. After 1885, railways became the main means of 
transportation and the Galt system is credited with building nearly 600 km of line, connecting Lethbridge to the CPR near 
Medicine Hat and to the Great Northern at Great Falls in Montana. Transportation links were key to the Galt companies not 
merely for getting their coal to market but also for opening up their ]and for settlement. Nevertheless, the Galt companies 
continued to struggle merely to survive and never paid handsome rewards to investors. On the other hand they formed by far 


the most important and influential business in the Lethbridge region . 
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Part one: C 
PROMOTION 
OF 
AGRICULTURE 





6. Land Office of Galt Company, c. 1886 NA922-1 
The Galt enterprise was a miniature CPR. Its activities included land development as well as coal mining and 


railways. It eventually acquired about one-half million hectares (about one and one-quarter million acres). In order to sell 
these lands at good prices it was necessary for the company to support various types of activities, including the 
development of irrigation by the turn of the century. A considerable amount of promotion was also undertaken, especially 
to overcome the perception that the Lethbridge region was a barren wasteland. This early picture proclaimed the fertility of 


the soil. 
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7. Father Van Tighem in His Garden, 4 
c. 1890 NA6S9-72 ae} 


Practically all prominent citizens of 
the community were enlisted to extol the 
bounty of the land. In this picture the 
Flanders-born Oblate, Father Leonard 
Van Tighem, proudly points out the lush 
vegetation of his garden. A decade later 
he provided a written testimonial for the 
promotional pamphlet The Age of 
Insurance for Farmers. Such agricultural 
boosterism often flew in the face of 
meagre crops starved of moisture or 
destroyed by insects. 

Van Tighem had ministered to the 
needs of Catholics in 
Coalbanks/Lethbridge from the mid 80s 
but had not been posted there on a regular 
basis until 1888. Before his departure 
from Lethbridge in 1909, his ethnically 
and linguistically heterogeneous flock 
had grown to an estimated 2,500. As a 
group, Catholics were less favoured than 
their Protestant neighbours in terms of 
wealth and status, no doubt partly 
because so many of the miners were 
Catholics from South-Central Europe. 

As is the case in this photograph, 
many of the individual portraits taken in 
the early period, whether for promotional 
purposes or not, have trees or shrubs as a 
backdrop. Perhaps this was of 
psychological comfort in the dry, bleak, 
flat, windswept plains of Southern 
Alberta. 








i Irrigation Ditch, 1900 ; City of Lethbridge Archives, P19851131000-GP 
Irrigation in the Leinbsidge area was promoted and sponsored by the Galt Companies and was undertaken by 
Mormon settlers south and west of the town. brigation made farming more predictable, crops mare abundant, and land more 
desirable. Since it was the growth of the agricultural sector around Lethbridge that secures the long-range Prosperity of the 
town, the development of irrigation was a key factor in the history of the community. rrigation al sO ma ‘ possible the 
beautification of the town, for now trees, shrubs, and flowers could be watered on a regular asis. is photo depicts young 
MacBeth at the irrigation ditch in front of Dr. Mewbum’s house and is catalogued as having been taken about 1902. 
Bobby Be bby is showing off a couple of fish that he had snagged, one would like to think that the scene shows the 
pe tsent noted in a Mounted Police report whereby small boys delighted in the fish that came along with the trickle of water 
in 


when the line into Lethbridge was first opened in September, 1900. 
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Part one: D. 
WEATHER 





9. Lethbridge House and Boarders, Jan. 7, 1891, + 47°F in shade NA35433 

As a counter to the image of the Northwest Territories being an uncongenial, inhospitable, frozen wasteland in 
winter, pictures such as this were scattered abroad. As an artefact of early life in Lethbridge, the picture projects much more 
than simply the fine weather on the occasion. It also demonstrates the maleness of the early community. By the turn of the 
century there were still some 1.4 males for every female in the town, a ratio which, while progressively reduced, did not 
reach parity at any point prior to 1914. Many an unattached male took up lodgings in a boarding house in an era when 
neither social practices nor physical facilities encouraged living alone. Boarding, whether in a home, in the dormitories of 
the coal company or in establishments such as the Lethbridge House, provided a family-substitute which no doubt provided 
boarders, as well as travellers, with a sense of security and belonging but also subjected them to various forms of social 
control. 

Many of the early hotels and boarding houses had balconies. No doubt these added to the attractiveness of the 
buildings but not to their safety. At the turn of the century one unfortunate man in the neighbouring community of Macleod 
was leaning over the balcony of a hotel when the railing gave way and he fell head-first to his death. 





10. Shovelling Snow Off Railway Tracks Near Lethbridge, c. 1912 NC2-313 

While the Lethbridge area frequently was able to boast of its benign climate, including the occasion on which a 
baseball game was played in the town square in late January 1906, the weather was a fickle ally. Only for internal 
consumption was mention made of the wind, dryness, dust, the cold of winter and the heat of summer. The reality, of 
course, was that the climate presented challenges in various forms. Prairie fires, whipped along by fierce winds across the 
parched grass, were a particular scourge. And, as this picture demonstrates, winters could be severe. Those of 1885-6 and 
1906-7 were particularly harsh, the latter pretty well concluding the days of open-range ranching on the plains of Southern 
Alberta. 
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11. Flood of May, 1902 NAS6T-1 
Perhaps because the more usual problem in the area was a lack of moisture the Lethbridge druggist, J.D. 
Higinbotham, did not hesitate to publicize the natural disaster of the flooding of the river valley (the first of three 
occurrences in the summer of 1902) with this postcard. In the early days many of the habitations had been situated 
in the valley, but periodic flooding eventually forced the location of most permanent dwellings up top on the 
plains leading away from the eastern edge of the coulees. 
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Part one: E. 
THE TOWNSITE 
1885 - 1890 


Facing Page: 

12. Lethbridge Town Plan, 1890 City of Lethbridge Archives, P19851055000-GM 
Note: The plan as it appears here has been modified slightly from the original to fit our 

publication format. 


Development up top did not take place in a haphazard fashion. In keeping with its dominant influence in 
the community the Galt Company’s land agent C.A. Magrath, who was also a Dominion Land Surveyor, had plans 
for the townsite drawn up. The name of the town was derived from the major English investor in the Galt 
enterprises, William Lethbridge, a man who never even set eyes on the place. The name was a constant reminder 
that the town’s fortunes were dependent upon outside forces over which residents of the community had little 
control. The town plan made evident that land south of the tracks was to be more developed whereas the area north 
of the tracks was intended primarily for use by the coal company. The south side was to contain the commercial, 
political, cultural and social amenities of the town while the few lots set out on the north side were hived off from 
the rest of the town. Northside lots had been created by the Galt Company for sale to miners. Those lots were 
cheaper but they were less desirable and, since they were not even very convenient to No. 3 mine shaft, they sold 
slowly. 

This town plan was copied from an 1890 publication of the Lethbridge News. The News was the town's 
only newspaper before 1905 and is one of the best sources of information about the early history of the 
community. 
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13. Round Street, 1890 Provincial Archives of Alberta, P4009 

While the shadow of the Company loomed large over the community it was not, strictly-speaking, a 

company town. Other enterprises were given entry and in the second half of the 1880s a number of small 

commercial enterprises established themselves. Along with scattered dwellings those businesses presented the 

semblance of a townscape, if rather bleak and raw, as illustrated by this photograph of part of the core. Round 

Street, now Sth Street South, has remained an important commercial centre in Lethbridge for over a century. Note 
the Indian ponies and travois in the picture. 
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14. Lethbridge East, 1888 

With this picture it is difficult to know whether to be impressed with the rapidity and solidity of growth a 
couple of years after the founding of Lethbridge or with the enormous gaps in its development. The buildings, left 
to right, in the background are: William Colpman’s house, Mrs. Pitblado’s (2 storey), St. Patrick's Catholic 
Church, St. Augustine’s Anglican Church, unknown, Hugh MacBeth’s, C.A. Magrath’s, John Piche’s (2 storey), 
Morris Barford’s -- dark house on right, Dr. Mewbum’s. These individuals and institutions played an enormous 
role in the early history of Lethbridge and left a lasting imprint. 
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NA864-1 





15. Mounted Police Barracks, 1890 NA659-98 

If the Galt companies were the creative engine in the economic establishment and continuance of Lethbridge, the 
Mounties were major actors in the life of the community. On the heels of the beginning of full-scale mining operations in 
1885 and the overnight emergence of Lethbridge, Division K of the Mounted Police had been established in the town in 
1886. Not only were the Mounted Police instrumental in enforcing Jaw and order in the area but also their reports remain an 
invaluable source of information in the formative period. As the picture verifies, there were a good many buildings on the 
Mounted Police grounds by 1890. The barracks were located on the Mounted Police reserve -- the area bounded by 4th and 
6th Avenues and 9th and 11th Streets South. On one occasion Superintendent: R. Burton Deane got into trouble with his 
superior for building an enclosed walkway from the superintendent’s house to the outhouse. But better for Deane, perhaps, 
to endure the wrath of the Commissioner in Regina than suffer the complaints of his adolescent daughters who objected to 
being perfectly visible to all and sundry every time they made a trip to answer the call of nature. 
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16. Lethbridge, 1890 


NA3267-2 
Several of the features of the early history of the community are evident in this photograph. In the foreground are 


coal cars and railway tracks and buildings. Beyond that are homes of the more Prosperous citizens, commercial 
establishments, and churches. In the distance are the NWMP barracks. This was a picture which promoters of the city would 
have been pleased to display. But in a more metaphorical sense it depicted the substance of the town, bounded by the 
Company on one side and the Mounted Police on the other but with plenty of open space beyond. 
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Part one: F. 
THE 
WORKERS 





17. Workers at Millyards for Crow's Nest Pass Railway, 1 1898 NA659-80 

In 1897-98 the CPR built a railway extension from Lethbridge through the Crowsnest Pass. Combined with the 

development of irrigation at the turn of the century, the railway promised future prosperity for Lethbridge and ensured the hegemony 

of Lethbridge over Macleod. This photo has a date of April 16th, 1898 and the workers pictured here formed a bridge framing gang. 

Perhaps they wanted to capture their images for eternity, for nine days earlier four of their mates had been killed when a bridge under 
construction in the river valley had blown down in a high wind. 





18. “Miners s Working in the Lethbridge Colliery” NA430-12 

The 1890 picture presented as Figure 16 included a reminder of the black gold on which the community was founded, but 
artfully managed to exclude the section of town habited by the miners themselves. Indeed, there are few pre-1905 visual images of the 
Lethbridge miners’ lives. Some of those that do exist are of questionable authenticity. This sketch, for instance, appears in the 
Glenbow Alberta Archives’ file of The Western World, an illustrated newsmagazine published in Winnipeg. A great number of the 
drawings in the collection are good copies of actual photographs. This one, however, carries several signs that it had been duplicated 
from elsewhere, with the “Lethbridge” part of the caption added in gratuitously: 1) the notation in the bottom right hand corner 
appears to be “The Matthews Northrup Co. - Buffalo & N.Y.”; 2) the miners seem to be using open flames on their hats, an archaic 
method not used in the Lethbridge mines; and 3) the high, vaulted ceiling, again uncharacteristic of the 5 1/2 foot (1.7 m) high rooms 
which typified the Galt mine. The willingness of The Western World to claim that this sketch depicted life underground in Lethbridge 
suggests that the reality of the conditions was of little consequence to the ‘higher orders’ of society. 

Life for the miners and other manual workers was arduous and basic. There was no union, although efforts were made in the 
90s and just after che turn of the century to establish one. Many of the miners were from the South and East of Europe and although the 
town had a particularly strong contingent of Hungarians the number of linguistic and cultural groups was large. In spite of the 
heterogeneity of the population, a factor which seems to have inhibited worker solidarity, the Eastern and Southern Europeans were 
usually lumped together as ‘foreigners’ by the dominant Anglophones. 
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19. Ukrainian Miners, Lethbridge, 1905 National Archives of Canada, C 19211 
Mining towns were no different from other frontier communities in having a preponderance of young single 
males. Moreover, most western regions also had a considerable floating population. Yet miners were known to be 
particularly transient and the men pictured here may be taken as typical of this group, since their names are known but none 
of them appear in the 1906 assessment rolls nor in the 1906 or 1909 street directories. Not all such men were bachelors in 
fact. One miner who in 1911 was hung for killing another miner in Lethbridge in a fight over a woman, was discovered to 
have a wife that he had left back in the old country several years before. 





20. Miners’ Houses, North Lethbridge NC2-454 

Many miners, especially transients, lodged at boarding houses or in the Company dormitories. Yet a number were 
able to establish more permanent roots in the community by purchasing a plot of land and building a house. Pictured here 
are some of those buildings which were often called cottages or shacks because they certainly were not grandiose. 
Nevertheless, pride of ownership exudes from this neat neighbourhood. Nor is it difficult to understand the communal 
cohesiveness that emerged in such areas. One neighbourhood on the north side had so many persons from the Wigan coal 
mining region in England that it acquired the nickname of Little Wigan. The photo is registered as being taken about 1912 
but might well have been taken fifteen years earlier. 
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21, Residence of E.T. Galt, 1890 NA1323-8 

The contrast between the miners’ houses and the boss’s house was marked. Nevertheless, Galt’s house in the river valley, 

though spacious and comfortable, was not a mansion nor even particularly opulent. In other words, in terms of material possessions 

the distance between capitalists and labourers in nineteenth-century Lethbridge was not as great as in other locations, or as it would 

become. This picture shows the residence, known as ‘Coaldale’, after renovations which had added a full second storey to the original 
structure. It was located in the river valley on soil that now lies under the C.P.R. High Level Bridge structure. 
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22. Card Game at an Immigrant Workingman's Home, late 1890s NA3286-1 
For no resident of Lethbridge was there a surfeit of cultural activities. It may seem that the entertainment range of the 
‘foreign’ element was particularly narrow, since what the Mounted Police and the newspaper frequently recorded were their drunken 
brawls on Saturday nights and Sundays. Less obvious but clearly existent were the musical, sporting, fraternal, social and religious 
activities which helped to overcome the tedium, drudgery and loneliness of life so far from the homeland. The scene in this picture 
clearly was staged (note the number of beers, the four card players on three sides of the table, the good clothes, the white cloth on a 
table set up on the earth outside the house, and especially the position of the cards of the player second from the right). Even so, the 
picture is suggestive. Again, men take the dominant position. They are seen as being involved in what someone, presumably Charles 
Rosaine (far right) whose house it was, believed to be praiseworthy leisure activities, i.e. drinking beer and playing cards with other 
male friends while dressed not in one’s work clothes but in one’s finery. This was, in other words, a concept of the good life, with 
one’s home, son and wife as part of the vision. The woman is not even fully in the picture. Her feet are in the house; her body only 
partly emerged from it. She is not, however, afraid to be in evidence or to observe the activities going on outside. The image is an apt 
symbol of the contemporary status of women -- on the threshold, looking out. The boys -- only the one on the left was Rosaine’s -- 
were probably bom in the New World if not in Lethbridge, and have a bold and confident visage; but like the men seated before them, 
they have little joy in their eyes. Of course, having your picture taken then was pretty serious business as so much of nineteenth 
century photographic portraiture testifies. Evidently, Rosaine was from Sweden and in Lethbridge was a railway worker rather than a 
miner. He took out a homestead in 1901 and farmed for the rest of his life. 
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Part one: G. 
AMENITIES 
AND 
ACTIVITIES 








23. Interior of Bentley's Store, 1899 NA2968-13 

In the decade and a half after 1890 the population of the city remained practically static (around 2,500 to 3,000). Yet the 
years were ones when many of the city’s services and amenities were established. These ranged from the building of a sewage and 
water system, to the creation of a fledgling city police force, to the upgrading of firefighting capacity, to building concrete sidewalks 
and improved street lighting, and to the planting of hundreds of trees. Of course, retail stores provided essential (and non-essential) 
goods to the community. This picture of the inside of the Bentley store, on Round Street (Sth Street South) across from the Square, 
gives an indication of the types of wares available. Harry Bentley, in the centre with cap and moustache, had been one of the town’s 
earliest and most prominent residents. He served Lethbridge as mayor for five one-year terms during the nineties. 
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24. Sick's Brewery, c. 1901-4 NA3389-1 
This was not the earliest brewery in the history of the town but it proved to be the most successful and long-lived. It seems 
evident from the children in this photo that the business was truly a family enterprise. 
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The construction of the building at 2nd Avenue and 4th Street South in 1891, along with the purchase of fire- 
fighting equipment to be manned by a volunteer brigade, was amongst the earliest of major civic projects undertaken by the 
town council. Fire was a constant danger to most 19th century towns but the threat in Lethbridge was extreme given the 
ability of winds to blow sparks hundreds of meters. The occasion for the photo was the first public test of a new steam fire 
engine. For a number of years the firemen pulled all equipment by hand. Many members of the volunteers, slickers and all, 
turned out for the trial. Over the years the building itself was modified, rebuilt and enlarged. Along with the fire department 
it included city hall offices, the city police department, and even a few jail cells in the basement. Officially it was known as 
the Municipal Public Building, but citizens continued to call it the No.1 Firehall. 


Ware’ 


ce oie ees 
26. Galt Hospital, 1900 
The coal company was instrumental in the development of so many institutions in the town, including the public 
library that evolved out of the Alberta Railway and Coal Company’s Employees’ Reading Room. The Company also had 
been associated with the town’s medical services from the very beginning. Dr. F.H. Mewburn, one of the earliest 
physicians, arrived in December 1885, having been hired as the Company's medical officer. A tiny hospital established in 
1886 was replaced in 1891 by the more substantial Galt Hospital which provided health services not only for Company 
employees but for other Lethbridge residents as well. The tents were for patients with particularly contagious diseases. 
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25. No. I Firehall, October 1892 City of Lethbridge Archives, P19861113003 


NA922-022 


pater se oer A 





IN AGE OE 


KNOX CHURCH, 


Wi be oe in the 


NWALPOLICE BARRACKS, 


iT 


TUNIN, JANUARY 2M). Nt) 


-PROUGK A: AI? wes 


ENSTEE MENTE Mi bere 
ne Neate ann Mase Ginter 








stan 





RECUD TION, (by te aa a tobe Drone 
te Sores Bat 
OAD, ie + Breath 
Mas Sant Pasta 
tmatentie Slenen from Sor Vetta Soars cL ty ot the Lake.” 
AC rgbae sett 
HITZ EAMES Ma WOR itn rsiooritaw, 
Kip kiek DHE, Mie op Whersneri va. 
FACIL ANG: PEING, cin Coster oe... 
Met VM ent 


INTER MIS@IO! IN. 


a ‘ Be teu Nebety 





RECITATION 





ie 
sULG of Leland” 


1s 
Ta cow th with a Ponteaute 


“The Cannibal Islanders at Home.” 


CEL ARACTERS: 
RAME TEN TEA Kine « “the Canuibal tonto 
ORLE PORFE. tle son, 
KRY MRO SLFER A Misstomars, “Shert, fut anal juicy, . 
WOATA. An Tefaat fo 











Doors open at 19:30; Concert commences at 20. 


Admission 50 ets; Reserved Seats 75 cs 


Tickets may be bad at J. 5). Higginbotluan’s Deng Store, whore plan 
of Hall teas be eon, 


ener 
GOD SAVH THE QUEEN. 





27. Wood-frame School, April 1888 City of Lethbridge Archives, P19640063000-GP 

Pupils attending this 1886 two-room wooden school situated at what is 
now about 7th Street and 4th.,Avenue South were not the first ‘class’ in 
Lethbridge. That honour had been taken by the less than dozen children who had 
been taught in a miner’s cottage during the winter of 1885 by Miss Edith Emma 
Coe, which a photo shows as being a beautiful young woman. Like churches, 
school buildings were taken as demonstrating the ambition, solidity and 
attainment of a community, and by 1891 the school in the picture had been 
replaced by the brick Central School, an impressive two-storey structure on the 
south-east corner of 8th Street and 5th Avenue South. In the same year the first 
north side elementary school was established. Two years earlier the first 
Catholic school had been founded. 

In a typical picture of schoo] pupils or other groups today, everyone is 
arranged in neat rows according to height and then are told to plaster smiles on 
their faces. When one thinks of it, today’s group portraits are incredibly 
artificial. In this photo everyone is posed, after a fashion, but they are spread 
out, are not holding themselves in some uniform manner, and are not holding 
idiotic grins for the pleasure of the box that is pointed at them. Moreover, the 
symbolism of the positioning is interesting. Boys hold the forefront, with girls 
demurely at the rear, while the teachers -- Bruce Latimer and Margaret Duff -- 
stand guard at the doorway to the school. After its time as a school, the building 
itself had a number of careers including that of a boarding house and a Labor 
Temple 


28. Concert at Barracks, 1889 NAI713-26 


Under such commanding officers as R. Burton Deane, the Mounted 
Police were leaders in promoting the arts. Deane was known to organize, direct 
and act in plays. Moreover, as shown by this advertisement, the Mounted Police 
barracks were sometimes used for evenings of entertainment in aid of worthy 
causes, particularly various church funds. By late 1891 the so-called Opera House 
on the town square had been opened and housed many of the theatricals from that 
point on. 
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29. Program of Jubilee Day Celebration, 1897 NAI713-27 

Special events, such as the sixtieth anniversary of the beginning of Queen Victoria’s reign, were commemorated. The 

program was a mixture of patriotic, sporting and musical entertainment. Note that the judges were the mayor and the commanding 
officer of the Mounted Police. 
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30. Lacrosse Team, 1902 NA2968-2 

Sporting clubs of various sorts made their appearance, These lacrosse players are pictured with the Levasseur Championship 

Cup they won in 1902. The ethnic cohesiveness of the team is evident in the last names of the players -- all were of British origin 

except for one, and he was a Van Hore (Charles W. in the right-hand back corner). The mustachioed man in civilian clothes and 

seated on a chair on the right was the club’s honorary president, Dr. Frank H. Mewburn, the city’s premier physician. At the other 

end of the same row was the vice-president, Dr. Robert C. McClure, probably the first resident dentist in Lethbridge. His new partner 

and future brother-in-law, Dr. John S. Stewart, was one of the players (standing behind McClure to his immediate left). The players’ 
physical and dental well-being was apparently assured. 
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31. Rev. Charles McKillop NA6S9-54 


Churches and religion were important ingredients in establishing the community of 
Lethbridge. McKillop was the most prominent of the early Protestant ministers -- if for no 
other reason than the fact that he was in the town longer than the rest. But amongst the dozens 
of fascinating individuals residing in the pre-1905 town, the Presbyterian minister was one of 
the most memarkable. McKillop was a skilled boxer and wrestler, did not hesitate to brawl for 
God, and gave literal meaning to the term muscular Christianity. He led periodic crusades 
against liquor and prostitution in the community but was largely unsuccessful in these 
endeavours. At the turn of the century he went back to Glengarry in Ontario, where he had 
grown up, in a vain attempt to attract farmers to the Lethbridge area so that there would be some 
counter-balance to the Mormon population on the land along the irrigation ditch leading into 
Lethbridge. McKillop was even a source of information for Rev. A.M. Gordon, better known as 
Ralph Connor, who learned of the lumber shanties he wrote about in his novels on Glengarry 
from the ‘fighting parson’ of Lethbridge. 


End of Part One 
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PART TWO 


THE BOOM FROM 1905 TO THE FIRST WORLD WAR 
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Part two: A. 
AGRICULTURAL 





SETTLEMENT 






32. Field of Stooks with Girl, New Dayton, September 1911 NC2-624 

The facilities of Lethbridge continued to expand, especially after 1905 when the city (incorporated as 
such in 1906) experienced an economic boom. This rapid growth was fuelled primarily by agricultural land 
settlement in the region which in turn had been made more attractive and feasible by the development of 
irrigation. Productive farms provided both markets and raw materials for the goods, services and enterprises of 
Lethbridge. This picture of a large farm about 40 km southeast of Lethbridge on the railway line to Montana 
presents a wonderfully resonant image of the immensity and fertility of the land. Lethbridge may have been 
founded by coal but its growth and prosperity became dependent upon farming. 
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33. Dominion Experimental Station, 1913 NA3092-5 

In the agricultural development of the region the Galt connection was prominent. The Galt companies 
not only developed irrigation and promoted settlement but also donated the land for the establishment of a Model 
Farm under the direction of W.H. Fairfield in 1901. Five years later it became one of the federal government's 
experimental farms and continued its mandate to provide advice and assistance to settlers. By 1911 the provincial 
jail had been established close by. 
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34. Land Office Lineup, c.1909 NC2-586 


Between about 1907 and 1912 hordes of potential settlers attempted to acquire land in the area resulting in long 
lineups of men of varied ethnic backgrounds. It is possible to make certain ethnic and class distinctions on the basis of 


clothing then as now. Note the omnipresence of hats, though of wonderful variety. 


Part two: B. 
TRANSPORTATION 








35. Union Station, c.1909 
Economic development was also assisted by a deal struck between the CPR and Lethbridge to make the city a 


divisional point in return for an exemption from municipal taxes. As part of the agreement this station was built to 
accommodate not only the CPR but also the Galt Company and the Great Northern. Since the structure was completed in 
1905 and had extensions added at both ends in 1910, this photograph must have been taken between these dates. This 
historic structure has served in recent years as the home of the Health Unit. 
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36. Building the CPR 
High Level Railway Bridge, 
c. 1908 NC2-260 





The CPR’s impact on Lethbridge went back to the pre-1885 years with the railway’s decision to follow a southerly path 
actoss the Prairies to Medicine Hat before cutting up through Calgary. In 1893 the transcontinental began leasing the railway from 
Lethbridge to Medicine Hat and by 1897 it had purchased that line from the Galt company. In 1897, with the Crow’s Nest Pass 
Agreement and the resultant extension from Lethbridge through the Pass which brought lucrative coal and metal mines into the 
empire of the CPR, the city gradually took on rather greater importance to the railway company. In 1907 it commenced and in 1909 it 
completed the viaduct which bridged the valley at Lethbridge and which significantly improved through-rail service by replacing 
some twenty wooden bridges. The dwarfing of the coal company’s smoke stacks by the railway company’s bridge symbolized the 
ascendancy of the CPR over the Galt enterprises. In 1912 the CPR bought a controlling interest and proceeded to make a considerable 
profit on the remaining land holdings of the smaller company. If the CPR dominated the Galt companies, both figuratively and 
literally, the photograph also makes evident that the remaining houses in the valley and the construction workers were completely 
overshadowed by the railway’s project. Three workers lost their lives building the bridge. 


37. Street Scene at Sth Street 


and 3rd Avenue South, c. 1912 
NA3267-56 





Transportation within the city itself became modernized before 1914. Bicycles, motorcycles and automobiles were seen on 
the streets, some of which were paved by 1911. For the farmers flooding into the area, tractors could be seen by the train load at the 
railway tracks, Lethbridge even built a street railway -- an expensive pre-1914 mania which swept numerous cities and left many with 
heavy debt loads. This delightful photo overlooking Galt Gardens with its trees watered by irrigation, captures various forms of 
transportation. In the middle and long distance are autos and the new streetcars. Appropriately enough, however, right in the 
forefront is the horse-pulled wagon, for the city still belonged to horses. And the men called teamsters still drove teams rather than 
trucks in the pre-1914 era. In contrast to the dray shown in this photo, delivery wagons for the retail trade, such as those of the 
Hudson Bay Company store or the bakeries, were more elaborate and attractively decorated. This outfit had probably just unloaded its 
cargo at the CPR warehouse sheds that are visible at the end of 5th Street. 
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GREAT AVIATION EXHIBITION: 


EUGENE ELY 


The world famous Anglo-American Aviator and 
hero of several world-wide sensation creating flights 








with his ; 
38.NA1180-1 Aviation Exhibition, 1911 wansoi. . CURTISS AEROP LANE 
Pre-1914 Lethbridge could not boast of ‘irintion jn, the most moder and jfacmating of the Sciences fea the mind or 
having airplanes, but its citizens had seen one in fashioned by man’s hand. Ely will give flights at 
operation. The specific advantages that flight would HENDERSON PARK, LETHBRIDGE 


bring to the land of wide open spaces were not 
immediately recognized, but it is clear from this FR ID AY NEXT JULY ] 4 
advertisement that the ‘aeroplane’ was viewed as the ] 


wonder of the age. The event drew a huge crowd and C ing at 1.30 pm. and continuing throughout the aft This is positived 


caused most businesses to close for the afternoon. the Grst exhibition in Western Canada of a flying machine operated by an experienced 
The pilot evidently was killed in a crash three and expert aviator. Ely will be seen in his . 
months later. SPIRAL GLIDE AND OCEAN DIP 


Two of the moet daring and difficult feats ever performed by any airman 


Weather conditions permithng, a 


WELL KNOWN LOCAL YOUNG LADY 


Will make a flight seated in Ely's biplane 


ELY DAY IN LETHBRIDGE will be one of the Biggest Events ever 
pulled off in Southern Alberta 


ADMISSION 75 Cents GY acs ‘vires 2il"beadeinel tee 





Opening the splendid new $30,000 Main Exhibition Building 
-———WATCH FOR RAILROAD EXCURSION RATES———— 


Part two: C. 
EXPANSION 
OF 
COAL MINING 





NC2138 

While coal mining was being supplemented, even superseded, as an agent of economic growth for the city, it was expanding 
at a modest rate. Certainly, it was becoming more mechanized and the scale of operations was increasing. Compare, for example, the 
size and complexity of the 1883 cutting machine shown in Figure 4 with the boiler room for a new Galt mine which was reputed to be 
the biggest shaft in all of Canada when it was opened on the northern outskirts of the city in 1909. 
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40. Galt Company Employees, 1912 NC2-132 

The Galt mines continued to provide much of the wage employment in the city both below and above ground. These men 
handled the timber that was used in and around the mines. In this extraordinarily evocative, if slightly blotched, picture the 
photographer has managed to put the workers at relative ease. The body language of many of the older workers displays a confident 
bearing unmatched by others, especially the four, huddled young men sitting on the cement retaining wall at the left hand side of the 
picture. At the rear left, outside the main configuration of the group, is a lone man, hands tentatively joined in a gesture which is not 
quite submissive but is rather more compliant than the posture and hand position of most of the other men. That solitary figure 
appears to be Asian. Once again, the camera depicts in miniature a situation which existed at large in Lethbridge society. 











i + gts Weed Lh, 
41. North Lethbridge, Ist Avenue and 14th Street, c. 1912 NC2-385 

Lethbridge north of the tracks featured less expensive and less prestigious properties. Most urban services were 
concentrated in the downtown core on the south side but there were some stores and facilities on the north side. The north side was 
inhabited mainly by wage workers. Many of the miners lived here, especially up by the Number 3 mine shaft in the Village of 
Stafford which was eventually incorporated into the city in 1913. A north side lot may have been less desirable but it was property 
and a significant number of working men were able to buy a house and raise a family thus establishing themselves in the community. 
It is interesting that practically all of the miners who remained in Lethbridge during the nine-month strike of 1906 were property 
owners (approximately half of those who went on strike left the city). For many a worker, of course, Lethbridge did not provide a 
permanent residence but merely a temporary stop. The lettering on the fence for Black Watch chewing tobacco not only reminds us 
of a habit of many men at the time but also illustrates the increasing importance of commercial advertising. 
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Part two: D 
COMMERCIAL 
ACTIVITIES 


42. Ellison Mill Under Construction, 
1907 Provincial Archives of Alberta, A3225 


Numerous manufacturing 
enterprises were established prior to 
1914. Brickmaking, iron works, and 
a woollen mil] were just a sample. 
And just as the size and technological 
state of mining had advanced, so too 
with industries established prior to 
The Boom such as Sick’s brewery. At 
times, boosters of the city became so 
besotted with the manufacturing 
possibilities that they referred to it as 
the “Pittsburgh of the West”. The 
flour mill under construction has 
become a prominent feature of the 
city since it was built just south of the 
railway tracks at 13th Street South. It 
represents the connection of the city 
to the surrounding agricultural 
community. The establishment of the 
mill is important for another reason. 
In the pre-1914 years there were few 
Mormons in the city itself; the 1911 
Census shows only 74 in a 
population of 9,035. But the mill, 
owned by Ephraim Ellison and built 
and managed by George Green, 
marked the introduction of a 
significant Mormon influence within 
Lethbridge. The presence of women 
and children with the construction 
crew is notable and demonstrates the 
closeness of the families of adherents 
of the Church of the Latter Day 
Saints. Mormons were not unique in 
this regard, for other photographs 
from this era illustrate that families 
were present at some. other 
construction sites. 


43. Bank of Commerce, c. 1906 NA303-66 


















Economic growth attracted a number of 
commercial enterprises to the city. This branch of 
the Bank of Commerce was established in 1905, 
although the Union Bank had been in the city since 
1886. Evidently this structure was the first stone 
building in Lethbridge, having been erected in 1887 
according to the round date-stone under the peak. 
There is little doubt that the existence of numerous 
financial institutions (ten banks existed in 1911 
according to a special publicity number of the Herald 
newspaper) in the locale both reflected and facilitated 
growth during the boom years. 
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44. Round Street (5th Street South looking north from 3rd Avenue), February 191 0 NAI314-14 

The city was expanding by leaps and bounds and its population grew from 3,228 in 1906 to over 10,000 in December, 
1914. In city council’s effort to modernize and organize, it passed a by-law in which all streets and avenues were given numbers to 
replace the names by which they had been known. Only months after this picture was taken, Round Street became, officially, Sth 
Street South. Whatever it was called, the street was vastly different in 1910 to what it had been two decades earlier (compare to Figure 
13). Substantial, multi-storied brick buildings, some with very impressive facades, had transformed the streetscape. Power poles were 
present, chewing gum seems to have been in vogue judging from the wall advertisements, and many citizens were out enjoying the 
obviously mild winter day. Paving of the downtown roads commenced within a couple of months. The Union Bank was on Round at 
the comer of Redpath (3rd Avenue South) next door to the new Bank of Commerce. The city directory for 1909 tells us that along the 
street down to the Hudson Bay Company store at Baroness (1st Street South) one could buy tobacco and liquor, shoes and books, 
clothing and ice cream, meat and bricks, jewelry and real estate. Or, how about the services of a lawyer, an electrical contractor, a 
doctor, a dentist, a printer, a tailor, a druggist, a barber, an advertiser? All this, and two poo! halls, were available in the two block 
stretch on one side of the street across from Galt Park. 





45. North Lethbridge, 1911 City of Lethbridge Archives, P19891049076-GP 

Lethbridge north of the railway tracks also saw development, but at a much slower pace. The only commercial district was 
along Westminster Road, or 13th Street North, the core of this picture. According to the 1909 street directory, the stores between the 
tracks and Sth Avenue North included two lumber yards, two restaurants, two grocers, a general store, and a drug store -- not exactly a 
hive of business activity. The distinctive building on the left is No. 2 firehall, built in 1909. On the right hand side of the street in 
the distance at 5th Avenue North is the brick two-storey Westminster school which opened in 1906. A firehall and brick schoolhouse 
had been constructed in the downtown core by 1890, so that North Lethbridge lagged behind by more than a decade. But the 1890 
town plan had ordained that the Square would constitute the nerve-centre of Lethbridge and that north of the tracks would be working- 
class residential and industrial. Indeed, this photograph depicts the physical separation of the two Lethbridges. On the one hand there 
was the core, which would have been seen by moving the angle of vision about 90 degrees to the left, and on the other hand there 
were the several communities north of the tracks. In the main part of this picture is North Lethbridge. In the distance on the far left is 
Staffordville, built around No. 3 mine. At the time of the picture it was a distinct community and was not incorporated into Lethbridge 
until 1913. In the centre, rear, are the surface structures of the recently opened No. 6 mine at Hardieville, a community that remained 
separate from the city until 1978. 
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46. Interior of Pagnuelo s Liquor Store, c. 1912 NC2-383 
One of the more promising business opportunities in the days between the end of one form of prohibition in the 
West in 1892 and the reintroduction of another form of prohibition during the First World War, was a liquor store. This 
downtown establishment was located on 2nd Avenue South between 4th and Sth Streets. The name of the proprietor 
suggests that entrepreneurial openings were not restricted to Anglos. 
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47. Interior of Clothing Store, c. 1912 NC2-486 
Fashionable women’s clothes were available at this dress shop. 


32 





48. Interior of Higinbotham Drugstore (NW Corner 2nd Avenue and Sth Street South), 1910 NA670-20 

Many of the older establishments remained successful. This drugstore, situated at the corner of 5th Street and 2nd Avenue 
South, had replaced the earlier Apothecaries Hall established in 1885. The pharmacist was J.D. Higinbotham (the tall man, third from 
the right). He also served as the local postmaster for many years, was active in establishing the Presbyterian Sunday school, and later 


wrote a book of his recollections of Lethbridge. Many of the medicines and tonics available in drugstores in this era contained large 
amounts of alcohol and/or narcotics. 


Part two: E 
SOCIAL CHARACTERISTICS 


» 


49. Home of Businessman, c. 1912 NC2-403 
The growing sophistication, or at Jeast affluence, of the town’s leading citizens can be glimpsed in this photo of Fred W. 
Downer’s home known as “Westminster House.” Amongst his many business interests Downer was the proprietor of the Coaldale 


Hotel, a prosperous establishment on the south-east corner of Sth Street and 3rd Avenue South. His house, located on SW comer of 
3rd Avenue at 13th Street South, is now the Chinook Club. 
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50. Library of Higinbotham Home, c. 1905 

The discretionary spending of the affluent found many outlets, frequently in pursuit of cultural and intellectual 
development. This attractive private library stocked with matched sets of books illustrates the point, as does the tendency 
for the children of the elite to be sent to Ontario to private schools. Higinbotham maintained a wide circle of acquaintances 
and correspondents amongst writers, scientists, educators, philatelists, and theatrical performers in Canada and beyond. 





51. Men at Desks, c. 1912 NC2-540 

Poverty was not unknown in Lethbridge, but a modest prosperity was attained by many members of the working class. 
Education facilitated the achievement and consolidation of social position within the city and most parents were anxious for their 
children to succeed in school. A handful of large new red-brick buildings were erected devoted to the study of academic subjects. But 
Lethbridge was also influenced by an emerging desire to provide children with more occupationally-oriented training such as 
agricultural skills or in trades such as plumbing and carpentry. In addition, education was beginning to be seen as something more 
than training just for children. This picture seems to show an adult education class in session, presumably a night class for workers. 
It is possible, in fact, that this photo was taken inside the newly completed Manual Training School on 5th Avenue South between 
8th and 9th Sweets (now the Bowman Arts’ Centre). In any case these students were bent on using education to further their upward 


social mobility. 
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' 52. Balmoral Hotel Fire 
kL Jt January 1911 NC2-443 





From time to time Lethbridge buildings suffered the ravages of fire. Thus far, however, the city has not suffered from the 
horrendous holocausts which have destroyed major sectors of many urban centres throughout the centuries. But the community was 
always aware of the potential for catastrophe especially if fire were to break out when the winds were high. Consequently, the 
development of means for fighting fires was a priority that emerged early and remained long. The Balmoral was situated on the east 
side of 5th Street South between 3rd Avenue and 4th Avenue. William Henderson, a hotel keeper from the founding of Lethbridge, had 
been the proprietor of the Balmoral until his death in 1909 (thereby becoming the only mayor in the history of the city to have died 
in office -- Henderson Lake is named after him). The fire was fought by professional fire fighters who had taken over from the 
volunteer fire brigade in 1909. The creation of a permanent fire department not only demonstrates the increasing degree of job 
specialization that was taking place in the community but also illustrates yet another way in which the functions of civic 
government were being extended prior to 1914. Fire Chief Thomas Kilkenny courageously fought this fire in the -40 degree (C or F) 
temperature, suffered from cold, smoke inhalation, burns, and exhaustion, and died less than two months later from pneumonia. 


53. Postal Workers Sorting Mail, 
April 1913 NA3267-15 





The development of postal services provides another example of the transformation of the work force by the inexorable 
advance of occupational specialization, of the changing role of women, and of the increased services provided by the state. At the 
turn of the century the receipt of mail could be a very haphazard affair. For example, during the building of the Crow’s Nest Pass 
Railway it was discovered that mail for construction workers was simply being dumped out of bags into a railway car near Fort 
Macleod and left for them to search through the mess for their Ictters. By 1913 Lethbridge had home mail delivery. These workers 
were putting mail into the lock boxes that were also available. 

More than half of the employees shown in this photograph were working ‘girls’ (it was characteristic of the era that 
unmarried female workers outside the home were called ‘girls’ while even quite young male workers were called ‘men’). But 
industrialization and the office revolution of the 19th century continued to transform the work world and contributed to a changing 
economic function for women as more and more low-paid clerical jobs were created to be filled by female workers. This new work 
environment for women, which saw a rapid if temporary expansion during the First World War, did provide at least a hint of economic 
emancipation of women from the domination of males. But working for wages was hardly the dream of most middle-class women. For 
them, more typical ideals were those represented in the image of the elegant young lady dressed in a riding outfit sitting side-saddle 
on an equally elegant horse, or in the picture of the married woman pouring tea in her drawing room which is stuffed with bric-a-brac. 
Both photographs exist as does one showing the wives of Mounted Police officers being driven about town in a carriage while they 
do their shopping and visiting. In short, pre-1914 Lethbridge wimessed a blend of old and new social characteristics and practices. 
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Part two: F. 
VISITORS, 
ATTRACTIONS 
AND 
CELEBRATIONS 





$4. “Old Timers of both Races ... 1906” NA2003-68 
There were few, if any, Indian residents of the city, although they frequently camped in the river bottom. Moreover, the 
close proximity of the Blood and Peigan reserves meant that native people were not entirely absent from the streets of Lethbridge. 
Conditions for the native people remained extremely difficult and in some ways worsened after the influx of settlers during the Boom. 
Their most frequent entries in the Lethbridge historical record were on ceremonial occasions, such as this gathering, and in the 
Mounted Police files. In both of these situations and in general Indians were subject to prejudice of varying degree and directness. 
They were considered by most of the white population to be anachronistic remnants of an earlier era and as such quite inconsequential 
to the present and future of the region. There are numerous photographs from this era showing native people dressed in splendid 
regalia, either in parades or in staged photos such as this. But there are few pictures showing the ordinary clothing, habitations, 
activities and life of the native people. Positioning in this private postcard is interesting since it suggests that Indians had 
background status compared to whites, but there are other photos in which the whites take the rear. The location for the picture 
appears to be the Square, but as the bandstand, trees, and buildings seem to have been sketched in, it may have been taken elsewhere 
and then superimposed. 
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55. Delegates to Irrigation Convention, 1913 NC2-164 

The increasing importance of the city was evident in the number and varicty of visitors it attracted. Five thousand came 

from fifteen foreign countries to attend the Seventh International Dry Farming Congress of 1912, which was the occasion for the city 

to spend $1.5 million on a variety of municipal works such as the street railway. Delegates to the smaller Irrigation Convention of 

1913 are here pictured outside the Majestic Theatre (south side of Sth Avenue South between 5th and 6th Streets) which, with a 

capacity of over 800, was the largest of the six theatres in the city at the time and was the location of everything from political 
speeches to fight cards. 
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56. Interior of Majestic Theatre, c. 1912 NA3267-23 

The opulence of the interior fittings of the Majestic should disabuse anyone from thinking that pre-1914 Lethbridge was 
devoid of sophistication and elegance. Indeed, the residents of Lethbridge had access to a wide range of cultural activities including 
music lessons at the conservatory on the south-east corner of 5th Avenue and 11th Street South (six music teachers were listed in the 
-1909 city directory). That a variety of reading materials were available is shown in a photo that exists of a Lethbridge street vendor, 
for his sign board stated that both Prayer Books and Eye Openers, that irreverent newspaper of Calgary’s flamboyant Bob Edwards, 
were for sale. Of course, the Lethbridge newspapers were, and are, a key source of information. The Herald superseded the News after 
1905 and did all it could to champion the growth of the city. 





57. Dare-devil Cyclist at Fair, c. 1912 NC2-65 
Both city residents and visitors were attracted to the fair grounds to see sights which included this performance. In it the 
man zoomed down the ramp on a bicycle, hit the lift-off chute, and flew from the bicycle into the air before landing in a pool of water. 
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58. Fair Grounds, c. 1912 NC2-72 
Additional attractions at the fair included cycling races on the circular wooden track, various side shows, midway 
rides, and exhibits. 





59. Race Track at Fair, c. 1912 NC2-87 


On the main track one could see everything from human hurdle Taces to the renowned race-car driver Barney 
Oldfield, pictured here raising plenty of dust while making an exhibition run in his roadster. 
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60. ‘Can Can Girls’ at Fair, c. 1912 NC2-90 
The fair could even boast of dancing girls. Perhaps the dance was too risqué for respectable young ladies in the 
community to perform on stage. But perhaps not, for the tendency of Lethbridge towards prudery was balanced by a 
frankness and exuberance which rejected pretension and hypocrisy. 
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61. Arch of Welcome for Prime Minister Laurier, (looking south on Sth Street South from 3rd Avenue) 1910 NC2-192 

Important dignitaries visited the city including Sir Wilfrid Laurier who officially opened the new addition to the 

Galt Hospital. From that time on, Lethbridge was often included in the itineraries of prominent politicians. Indeed, long 

before he achieved fame, William Lyon Mackenzie King, who was to become prime minister for great chunks of the 20s, 

30s and 40s, had been in the city in 1906 to mediate the strike of coalminers. The arch of welcome for Laurier not only was 

bilingual -- French on one side and English on the other -- but it also symbolized the city’s promotional slogan of “the coal 

city in the wheat country,” for its two uprights were filled with coal while bales of hay spanned the distance between. 
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62. Crowd in Galt Gardens Awaiting Laurier, 1910 NAG70-56 

Laurier’s visit created plenty of excitement. Men, women and children turned out in their finest clothes to see and hear the 
prime minister. It wasn’t that all were devoted to the Liberals. The sitting member in fact, was no less than Charles Magrath, the 
long-time Galt company man who had drawn up the 1890 town plan, and he was a Conservative. It is interesting to note, however, 
that in the year after Laurier’s appearance, a Liberal was elected, W.A. Buchanan, editor of the Herald (or “Buck’s Bible” as it was 
sometimes called). But the occasion was one in which citizens acknowledged and celebrated their own accomplishments as much as 
those of the prime minister. In a sense, Laurier’s visit was an acknowledgement of the stature the city had attained and the residents 
turned out to accept that recognition. 





63. Galt Gardens, c. 1914 NA3267-57 

The Square, or Galt Park, land donated to the city by Elliott Galt, was used for numerous community activities both 
organized and informal. The bandstand was an impressive structure mounted on top of the Board of Trade building and the park was a 
delightful gathering place for many activities. This picture is looking east with the railway station and yards on Ist Avenue South 
visible beyond the bandstand. 


40 


Part two: G. 
RECREATIONAL 
PURSUITS 





64. Group of Musicians, c. 1912 NC2-547 
Rather than be a mere spectator one could participate in a wide range of activities including playing in an 
orchestral ensemble. Often, groups were formed on occupational, ethnic or religious lines. Some bands were all-male but as 
this photograph suggests, the gender line became less rigid over time. 





65. Sports Day on the Square, looking toward the east c. 1912 NC2-492 
These ‘gents,’ and no doubt the onlookers, were enjoying this three-legged race at Galt Park. The tall building in 
the background is the Company Hall, or Opera House, mentioned in the commentary to Figure 28. 
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66. Football Game on the Square, looking toward the west c. 1908 NA3213-7 
Organized sport teams were numerous. Many, such as the Sons of England and the Hibernians soccer teams, were 

still organized along ethnic lines. In this photo, however, the team with dark shirts seems to have been a Lethbridge city 

team. The game certainly drew a large crowd. The Union Bank on 5th Street South is centre, rear. 





67. Baseball Team, 1909 ; . NC2557 
It may well be that many of these players on the Lethbridge team were “{mports” but in any case it is evident from 


the picture that this team covered a broad spectrum of ethnic groups. Baseball gained widespread popularity on the Prairies 
prior to 1914 and killed the game of cricket that had been played in the city in the 1890s. 
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68. Trades and Labor Council Parade, c. 1910 NC2-407 

Other recreational activities included picnics, dances, entertainment nights and parades. Organized labour, led by the local 
of the United Mine Workers of America, became a significant presence in the city especially after the coalminers’ strike of 1906 
which, by mid-1907, proved to have been largely successful. The parade put on by the Trades and Labor Council was a means of 
tallying workers, of enhancing their sense of pride, and of displaying the power of the unions. In this picture the band is marching 
north down the rutted, unpaved road on Sth Street South at 4th Avenue in front of the Bums Block built by Pat Bums of meat-packing 
fame. Lafferty Block is also shown across the street. Accommodations, replete with telephones and individual bathrooms, at the 
Alexandra Hotel went for $1 and up. An advertisement for the newly completed hotel in a 1911 publicity number of the Herald boasted 
a “first class cafe in connection.” A 1909 advertisement for the cafe, which had predated the hotel, had been more explicitly racist 
when it stated that it was a “First-Class all-white-help Restaurant.” The banner leading the parade shows that the Lethbridge T.L.C. 
had been incorporated in 1905. Unions had, in fact, gained much prominence in the city following the miners’ strike of 1906. 
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69. Children’s Play Ground, c. 1912 NA3267-35 

Children had their own leisure activities. The existence of this fenced-off, formally-constituted play area is intriguing but it 
raises a number of unanswered questions. If this was number one, how many more were there? Was it supervised? Why had it been 
established? Why the particular age restriction? Was it heavily used? Did children from particular social groups use it? Whatever the 
answers, it does seem to demonstrate the development of an increasingly structured and bureaucratized organization of society. 
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70. Scout Troup, c. 1912 NC2-495 
The pre-1914 era saw the development of church groups for children, young men, and young women. Some ethnic groups 
had youth organizations. The YMCA was established. Military cadet corps made their appearance. Another example of organized 
activities for the youth was the Boy Scouts. Scouting, with its semi-militaristic, racial supremacist, and imperialistic overtones in 
the heyday of the British Empire, rapidly became popular in English-speaking Canada between its foundation in 1908 and 1914. In 
Lethbridge the Trades and Labor Council condemned the Scout movement but, as this photo suggests, organization went ahead. 

This particular troop is pictured with two Indians in ceremonial dress. The man in the feathered headdress was Joe Healy. In 
spite of his anglicized name, Joe Healy was a Blood. According to a somewhat confused account in the Kalispell Journal which was 
reprinted in the Lethbridge Herald, 12 Aug., 1908, p.5, Healy, or Wolf Moccasin, had been born near Fort Benton in Montana. His 
mother had been killed and his father fatally wounded in a night attack by hostile Indians near Fort Shaw in 1871. But before the 
father died he asked John J. Healy, a trader at the fort, who also was one of the chief operators of the post at Whoop-Up north of the 
border near the present-day site of Lethbridge, to raise his son. The boy took on Healy’s name, and the trader took him to Whoop- 
Up, and eventually sent him to school in Helena. Thus Joe Healy became, most likely, the first formally educated and bilingual 
Blood. He was often utilized as a translator and Mounted Police scout, and was frequently photographed. 
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71. Skinny-dippers, c. 1912 NC2-555 
Not all kids’ activities were organized. What greater fun than to puddle around in the Oldman River with 
knobby-kneed buddies and shaggy dogs? 
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Part two: H. 
LAW 
AND 

ORDER 





72. Child Detention Home (Corner 3rd Street and 6th Avenue South), c.1912 NA3267-48 

Back in 1895, the Mounted Police Superintendent, R.B. Deane, had despaired of the fact that there was no reformatory 
available to straighten out a motherless 8-year-old boy who had become an adept thief and con-artist. By 1911 this child shelter and 
detention centre had been established. It was funded by the school board but the truant officer pictured here beside his horse and buggy 
was a city policeman, Billy Lamb. Lamb visited schools and homes checking specifically on absences from class but also looking 
into general circumstances of children. He held the position until his death in 1948. The post of truant officer was a perfect symbol of 
the way in which the complex transformation of society that we lump under the term ‘industrial revolution’ provided both for the 
liberation of the masses through the provision of public education and for the control of citizens through a state bureaucracy which 
enforced rules of mandatory school attendance. 





73. Mounted Police, 1913 NC2-238 

More base recreations than those depicted earlier could be pursued in the city such as gambling, drinking and visiting the 
prostitutes on the Point (one of the fingers of land reaching into the river valley at about 3rd Avenue South). By and large, both the 
city police force, which had grown to 11 men by 1909, and the Mounties attempted to control rather than eradicate these activities. 
This approach offended the ministers in the city including the Rev. T.P. Perry of Wesley Methodist Church (now Southminster United 
Church) whose new building, on 4th Avenue at 11th Street South across from the Mounted Police barracks, was nearing completion 
in 1913, as shown in the background on the left. The tactics of the Mounted Police may actually have contributed to the general 
maintenance of order even though the ‘respectable’ elements of the community disapproved. At any rate, though it did have its rough 
edges, Lethbridge was not a notably violent community and in most quarters the Mounties were known as supporters and friends 
rather than as oppressors and enemies. Perhaps the puppy snuggled in blankcts on the seat of the buggy is a fitting symbol of the 
relationship of residents and Mounted Police in Lethbridge. 


45 





74. Court Room, c. 1913 NA3267-19 

The courts endeavoured to project the majesty and authority of the law. In this staged photo of the police court, the accused 

(and witnesses), though standing, were made to look up to the seated magistrate David Horton Elton, later the first Mormon mayor of 

the city. The picture of the boat hanging on the wall behind the magistrate is a wonderful symbol of the contemporary state, 

especially of the British Empire, which had been built on sea power and to which Canada was attached. What person appearing before 
the magistrate could doubt that the ship of state, as represented by this court, was in secure and powerful hands? 


Part two: I. 
TWILIGHT 
OF AN 
ERA 


75. The Post Office, 1913 


City of Lethbridge Archives, P19780259047 


Perhaps the monument which best 
symbolized the affluence and importance 
of the city by 1913 was the resplendent 
new post office. Visible to the left is Knox 
Presbyterian Church while to the right rear 
is the new Central School. In evidence in 
the one photo, therefore, are represen- 
tations of those bastions of social order in 
the pre-1914 era, the crucial triumvirate of 
church, state and school. The absence of a 
clock suggests that, for a short while, time 
stood still while Lethbridge basked in its 


glory. 
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76. Henderson Lake, c. 1912 NC2-680 

Prior to 1914 Lethbridge was, in many ways, a prosperous, sophisticated, pleasant and serene community. Nowhere were 
these features more evident than on a sunny day at Henderson Lake Park, on the outskirts of the city but to which one could travel on 
the street railway. 





71. Off to War, September, 1914 NAII1-1 

The prosperity and serenity epitomized by the two preceding photographs were shattered by two catastrophes. First came a 
sharp economic depression which affected Canada in 1913 and hit western cities, which were heavily indebted, particularly hard. 
Even more serious was the outbreak of the First World War. The image of carefree boys splashing in the river as in Figure 71 fades 
into one of Jads parading with rifles in 1911 and then gives way to this picture of soldiers cheerfully going off to war. Like everyone 
else they thought it would be over before Christmas, but some of them were to find out what an interminable, devastating, bloody war 
it turned out to be. They were the lucky ones; the rest were dead. 

Between the World Wars Lethbridge went through a period of hard times, along with most of the rest of the world. 
Fortunately, the era since World War II has seen a revival of the city’s fortunes. Yet when one examines the life of the city, as one 
might examine the life of an individual, it is difficult to avoid the conclusion that it was prior to 1914 that the basic physical, 
economic, social and cultural profile of Lethbridge was established. 
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